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I,—Forzien Porrrics. aos 1 
Tak Roenama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen (Calcutta) of the ch May has 
tion of the a 


Roma · - Muna - 
Das HaBLvu. Mar, 


May Sth, 1906. 


* 
* 


following as the concluding portio appeal 

An appeal of the Russian of the Russian Mahammatans to the European 

eee Powers, us published in previous issues of the 

1 .— sponges 1 

The Russian sho „ labourers are allowed to follow their trades 

on Muhammadan holidays, but the Muhammadans are severely punished. for 

doing the same on Russian holidays. Now and then Russian officers come to 

a Muhammadan village with an unintelligible Imperial ukase and tell the 

villagers to put their signature on it. If they do not do so, those officers carry 
away a number of villagers with the help of the local police. ; 

The petitioners sppeel to the justice and impartiality of Europe and 

America with the hope that they will intercede in their behalf with the Russian 

Government with a view to their obtaining the following privileges :— 

(1) The restoration of their rights and privileges of which they have 
been lately deprived. Reopening of courts to look after the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the Musalmans of Russia. 

(2) The right of appointing Muhammadan judicial officers, 

(3). Religious freedom. ma 8 

(4) Freedom to communicate with Cossacks and Georgians. 

(5) Withdrawal of all compulsion regarding the use of prohibited food. 


2. The same paper of the 15th May has the following: Bomm -Monap- 
: 5 The European political officers stationed in d Hascur Marx, 
n foreign countries try their best to establish the stb. 1908. 
commercial and political supremacy of their respective countries. Mr. Sykes, 
the British Vice-Consul at Kerman, is one of such officers. Fifteen years ago 
there were very few men in Kerman who were even aware of the existence 
of the English nation, but since the appointment of the British Vice-Consul 
there the people of Kerman and Beluchistan have not only become familiar 
with them, but many of them have become admirers of English rule and 
English civilization. ee ee 
The ignorance of the Persian local officers affords him ample opportunity 
for playing such a game there. ) Cs 
Mr. Sykes has recently returned to his country and expressed his views 
regarding his experiences in Persia before the Central Asian Society. ‘These 
have been printed and published by the Times and all the other newspapers of 
England. A translation is therefore given below for the information of the : 
Government of our country (Persia)* . * 88 
(Translation of the Times article, British influence in Persia,” is 
given here. | | | 


3. The Ratnakar ( Asansol} of the 20th May writes :— 1 
Lord Curzon's Missions. The Tibet Mission, the Kabul Mission and the May 20th, 1905, 


Persian Mission—one by one all the three Missi 
despatched by Lord Curzon have come back. So Ai: probably Lord 1 
without his Missions, is passing his time in the deepest anxiety. Many peo le 
say that His Excellency will very soon set about forming another. China 
Mission, or Tartar Mission or Siam Mission. The very name of these terrible 
Missions is enough to dry up the blood of our bodies with fear. But seeing 
that Lord Curzon rejoices in drying up the blood of the Indians, who can say f 
when we shall have again to hear news of these terrible Missions? 1 
4. The Bharat Mitra [ Calcutta] of the 20th May contains a brief sum- Buanar Men, 
Russian invasion of India, mary OF the discussion that is going on in English Mv 20th, 1905, 
: | papers regarding the Russian invasion of India 
ea eee pan 2 Pasian: 0 Mr. ap gga speech in Parliament 
ing the same subject, and concludes with th 
present is possessed of the Russian scare. d r 


5. he Ratnakar [ Asansol | of the 20th May writes — 8 Rarkakan, 
Nepal and the Tibet Mission. When the English lately, by sending a Mission . 2, 1905. 


wes into Tibet, looted the people and dist 4 
peace of that country, the Nepal Government in many ways e the 


HITavVaRta, 
May 21st, 1908. 


HITAVARTA!, 
May 21st, 1905. 


May 22nd, 1905. 


Hindi Banoavasi, 
May 22nd, 1905. 


a) : Bittan Baunnv, 
ari Painters 


RosNaMa-I-MOKAD- 
48 HaBLoL Mara, 
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E rr who are their nei e 
slot their own kin a pop whoa according held a 
Durbar a agate the Je and permitted he Minister 

of Nepal e ee ae tail behind oi male name. Nepal is an inde dent 
State. 0 0 i to, wo haat if in the present case. it Bad not 
sided with the English and thereby 1 ed the way for the ruin of the Tibetans, 
But such is the virtue of the soil of dia, that in "his country the pes ces and 

ever since the days of the Musalmans have always been apt to take side 

with the f r and to encompass thereby the ruin ot their own neighbours 
and own kinspeople. It is a matter of great regret that Indian princes cannot 
even now realize that such treachery to their own race is the one sure w the 
their own ruin. When the English A after netrating into the country of 
neighbours were encompassing their ruin, the Nepal Government were probably 
t somethi like this: this: The peon is pulling my elder brother by the 
ears; the sight of it makes me laugh till I am faint. 

6. The Hitavaria ie, of the ge * says — — all the 

papers urope co ned the N epal 

neee Darbar f. kor helping the Tibet Mission in the 

uncalled-for massacre of its bours. We see the British Government has 

rewarded the Nepal Darbar for killing its neighbours, The Prime Minister of 

Nepal is beside himself for getting the title of G. C. S. I. in return for his 

rebellion against the Tibetans. We feel shame at this spectacle. Can there 
be a greater fall for the Nepal Ra}? 

The paper reminds the Durbar of the treatment accorded by Lord Dufferin 
to the Maharani of the late Sir Jung Bahadur, and notices the article in the 
Win regarding the number of guns in Nepal. 

dat werbe the same subject, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th May 

i, be haps the Prime Minister of Nepal is Ie leased with the 

0, bat the 2 — do not ghare his pleasure. They know “tall well the value 

of such honours, The people of India did not approve of Nepal’s offer of 

help to the Tibet Mission and have felt no pleasure in the Prime Minister's 
accepting the title. 

7. itn noticing the return of the Persian Mission to Karachi, the. Hitavarta 

"Whe Persian Mission. vag utta] of the 21st May is anxious to know why 
an N will not be able to return with the 

Mission. Who knows when the m ry ot these Missions will be made public. 
8. The Rosnama-i-Mukaddas b Aa tsen ¶Caleutta] of the 22nd May is of 

The Besso-J opinion that Admiral Rozhdestvensky's indifference 
spanese war. tio and Japans complaint against France for the 

breach of neutrality may disturb the general of the world, It is a general 
belief in the political circles af Europe that ussia will inyite the other Powers 
to make common cause with her * the e. struggle: But England and 
France, who are fully aware of what Russia's intentions are, have held 
themselves aloof so far. Had Russia made her wishes clear to them at the open- 
ing of hostilities, she could most probably have succeeded in enlisting their 
co-operation. But now thet the power of Russia has almost been annihilated, 
there is no likelihood of her being successful in getting a response from either 
of the above Powers. Japan will not remain silent over the matter and will 
induce England to interfere and prevent France from treating the Baltic Fleet 

in the way it has done. 

It seems Admiral Rozhdestvensky does not like to leave his present place of 
safety. If he leaves it for a time he returns to it soon after. 

The Hindi Bangavast (Calcutta) of the 22nd March asks whether 
England will not be sorry if a friendly feeling 


8 anf Germeny, | spring up between France and Germany. 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
: (a)— Police. 
10. The Bilar Bandhs [Benkipnr] of the 1 May speaks of Bs e 
1e a Kun ins in ER 
and a Karre vg ee an of Es. 1,500 


and Rs, 2, 500, and says the place is infested by swindlers. 


reverse. 
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„The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th May says that the ill 
a ons pp of the polios among common and uneducated 
Police oppressions. people is caused by the small oppressio ns yn 
police constables and the officers in the lower grades of the police sige aily 
commit, Ifa high police officer requires a cart, ten town c ukidars doen Mocha 
in ten different directions and seize 40 carts, of which 39 will escape by paying 
annas 4 each to the constables, There should be a rule to the effect mee ce- 
constables should not pe employed . get r for . There a be 
ontractor at ever ice-station for supplying carts when necessary. 
13 12. A ee of the Mohammads [ Caloutta) of the 19th ney says 
that the Hindus of village Iho under the Haripur 
Alleged persecution of Musal- post office in the Malda district recently brought a 
waa fae case in the Court of a local Deputy Magistrate 
named Sarada Babu against their Musalman co-villagers for having on the 
occasion of the last Jd-uz-zoha festival carried the flesh of sacrificed cow in 
front of the complainants’ premises in such a manner as to wound their religious 
susceptibilities. The case was dismissed after inquiry by the Deputy Magistrate 
in question. The Hindus thereupon formed a combination and stopped all deal- 
ings, such as buying and selling, with the Musalmans. The Musalmaus 
accordingly were driven to open their own shops, stocking them with goods and 
articles brought from places like English Bazar and the like. As if all this was 
not enough, they instigated Babu Rajendra Narain Ray, zamindar, into closing 
the hat at Bulbulchandi, of which he was . This has resulted in the 
throwing out of work of a number of Musalman stall-keepers, hawkers, porters, 
etc., who used to find employment at this Hat. 8 
13. Commenting upon the Poa of the Police Commission, the Bharat 


Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th May says that the 


The police reform. 


powers of the police should be curtailed so that in the execution of its duties it 
may not oppress the people, and that the salaries of the lower grade officers 
should be increased so that persons of respectable families may be induced tu 
enter the police service. But, unfortunately, the Government, instead of doing 
that, have proposed a reform which is liable to create race distinction and to 
recognize the Europeans as being superior to Indians in every respect. Even 
they did not hesitate to lay the blame of oppressive conduct on the part of the 
police at the door of the native ranks alone. The higher authorities think that 
the white 1 are generally of good character while natives are quite the 

n fact; this is the only barrier in the way of reform of the Indian 
administration. If the authorities had tried to find out the defects of the Police 


Department with an unprejudiced mind, they would certainly have detected 
and succeeded in removing them. | 


(5) — Working of the Courts. 


14. The Swadesh — a of the 13th May says that secret 

. sales of property are ruining the le of the 

ai secret Sales in the Rangpur Kurigram subdivision of the Rababes district. 
: 2 Well-to-do and powerful people manage to have 

the progenies of poor people sold by auction in law Courts without their 
knowledge. Sale notifications are not published in newpapers. It is a shame 
ar such malpractices should prevail so largely in a place under British 

: 


15. The Bihar ame | [Bankipur] of the 15th May says that as the 
eras overnment cannot explain why it prefers old 
: on shad LI N eee coming 1 clerical stati for the 
_ Honorary Magistrateships to well-to-do and learned 
pleaders, it should have its eye on the abuses arising out of the appointment of 

the former class of people as Honorary Magistrates. 
16. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 16th May writes as follows 

Mr. Carlyle's-cirealsr. with reference to Mr. Carlyle’s circular :=~ 


It is not enough for a judicial officer that he is 


acting impartially. What is equally necessary is that the 


should be convinced that he parties to the suit 


is acting impartially. The mufassal public: at 


Monammandt, 
May 19th, 1905. 


BaaRaT Mrraa, 
May 20th, 1905. 


reform which the people prayed for was that the 


Swadesh HitTalsHl, 
May 13th, 1905. 


* 


BiHAR Bap, 
May 15th, 1905, 


 CHarv Mime, 
May 16th, 1905. 
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present believe that the District Judges are independent officers, with whom the 
influence of the police or the secret counsels of the executive go for nothing. 
They su all sorts of things when they see any intimacy between a Distri 

Judge and a District Magistrate. Such being the state of the public feeling 
on the question, it is not desirable to subordinate the Judges to the 
Commissioners even in social matters. Universal discontent will be the result 
of any suspicion in the public mind as to the 3 and justice of the : 
The public would be satisfied with nothing short of placing the Judges directly 
under the High Court. : | 

17. Commenting on the judgment of the — 2 udge of Alipore on the 

a recent tramway conductor’s case, the Sanfivani 
The tramway conductor's case. [Calcutta] of the 18th May says ba oes 

Even papers conducted by Englishinen, like the Statesman, Capital, etc., have 
expressed their dissatisfaction at this judgment as a case of failure of justice. 
In all cases between a black and a white the punishment of the black has been 
the rule. So that we cannot say we have been at all astonished that Hossein 
Raza, though quite innocent, has been held punishable. But there is one special 
feature about the present case. If every tramway conductor on demanding a 
fare from a European is to get a blow forhis pains and is, besides, to be unjustly 
punished by the law, then it will become very difficult for the Tramway 
Company to get its work done by native conductors. And yet the native 
conductor is indispensable, for European conductors would be extremely costly. 
It is because there is this risk of injury to the Tramway Company’s interests 
that some difficulty is being experienced in regard to this judgment, 

18, The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar bee of the 19th Ma complains that 

‘the Muhammadan inhabitants of the villages of 
Chandpur and Kumarkhali in the Kushtia sub- 
division of Nadia have for some time past been 
suffering persecution at the hands of their Hindu fellow-villagers. It is 
further alleged that Babu Jagadis Chandra Sen, the Subdivisional Officer of 
Kushtia, has failed to ap ames in certain recent cases which have cropped up 
in this connection. As illustrations the two following cases are —— to: 

(1) On the occasion of the last Id festival, a Musalman of Chandpur, 
who sacrificed a cow, was charged by one Gopal Mozumdar of the same 
village, with whom he was on bad terms, with having N the religious 
susceptibilities of the Hindus by killing the cow in a public thoroughfare. 
The Musalman defendant produced many witnesses and prayed for a local 
inquiry by the Magistrate, but that officer, itis alleged, wrongly disbelieved 
all the defence witnesses and ordered the conviction of the defendant, 

(2) On the occasion of the last Charak Puja festival, Gopal Mozumdar, 
the complainant in the previous case, had a number of living caricatures 
exhibited in public procession, which offended the religious susceptibilities 
of the local Musalmans.. The fact of this exhibition was noticed at the time 
in the columns of the Mthir-o-Sudhakar (see Report on Native Papers for 
6th May, paragraph 15). Immediately afterwards, Gopal Mozumdar was 
one day assaulted in the Kumarkhali bazar, and he took, it is alleged, 
advantage of this assault to fasten a false charge on one Rati Miyan, the 
man whom he suspected to be the informant of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar. Almost 
simultaneously the Musalmans of Chandpar, seeing that no notice was taken 
of the insult to their religion on the occasion of the Charak festival, brought a 
criminal case. The Subdivisional Officer thereupon made an enquiry on the 
spot and, as a result, selected a number of prominent local men who were 
to compromise the cases. , 

19. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th May 

A complaint against the Jalpai- says that the manner in which the Deputy Com- 
guri Criminal Courts. missioner of Jalpaiguri applies section 203 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code to preliminary enquiries in cases causes great 
harassment to parties and witnesses. If on hearing the complainant's deposi- 
tion in a case he thinks that the complaint may be true, he orders the 
complainant to appear with witnesses for preliminary hearing, and on the 
day fixed for the purpose orders*a Deputy or an Honorary Magistrate to 
make the enquiry. Two or three days are thus taken up by the preliminary 
enquiry of a case, causing great loss and harassment to complainants and 


IIl. feeling between Hindus and 
Muh ans in Kushtia. 
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Again, unde the Criminal Procedure Code the defendant in a 
pam wat be allowed opportanities to cross-examine the nar ee 
his witnesses twice. But a Deputy Magistrate at Jalpaiguri refuses to allow 


more than one opportunity for the purpose. 


(d)— Education. : 


Banaabhumi Calcutta] of the 10th May has the following with 
. bor aad to Lord . Convocation speech: — 
— We put up with abuse because we are deserv- 
_ ing objects of abuse. 10 a 8 oy ° | 
roves his son, should he be looked on as an enemy by the son, or shou 
— rather the son be warned thereby and try to mend his ways for the 
future? When the father sees that his reproof has led to such excellent 
consequences, will he not welcome that son with greater affection and joy? 
Similarly’ in the present case also, we should first try to reform ourselves 
before crying ourselves hoarse in public meetings. Purposeless 8283 
will do no good. In what department of activity have we been able to 
show real aptitude in spite of all our higher education ? 
21. Mr. Brodrick, says the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Pairtka 


Mr. Brodrick on female educa- 
tion in India. 


at the deplorable condition of female education 


in India. To secure the moral well-being of little 


children it is imperatively necessary, he says, that their mothers should be 
educated, And he has assured the House of Commons that the Government 
of India is doing its best and taking the necessary steps in the matter. In 


this manner the fact that the Government of India is saying the axe at the 


root of high education in the country was concealed from the Hon’ble 
Members of the House. Government knows full well what good primary 
education and female education will do to India. Every one of its actions is 
guided by the backward policy which it has of late adopted in relation to 
the administration of the country. os 
22. The Sanjivani — of the 18th May writes :— 

he Principal of the Calcutta Medical College 

has ruled that candidates for admission into 


Candidates for admission into 
the Calcutta Medical College. 


that College are to apply before the 25th May - 


next, stating the date of their passing the F. A. Examination, This means 
that the last date for admission expires in a week’s time hence. Until at 
least a week’s time is given after the publication of the results of the F. A. 
Examination, it is almost impossible for mufassal students to send in their 


applications in time. The F. A. results for this year are not yet out. We trust 
the College authorities will see that the candidates are put to no inconvenience 


on this account, 


23. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 19th Mmr-o-supnaxan, 


May 19th, 1905. 


„ May refers to the following wants and grievances 


Noakhali Zilla School. 
School: 


(1) A separate tiffin- room has been provided for the Hindu sfudents, 
but no such provision has been made for the benefit of Musal- 
mans. The drinking-water supply is stored in this room and 
no Musalman can get his glass of water without the assistance 
of a Hindu student. The glass out of which Musalmans drink 
is not permitted to be kept inside the room, but is left in the 
open, exposed to all sorts of contamination from crows 
jackals, etc. ; 

(2) The Head Master seems to grudge the leave for two hours which 

has always been granted to the Musalman students for the 
jumma namaj. He often pokes fun at them for taking such a 
long time over their prayers, and sometimes éven threatens 


a he will cut down the leave granted for this purpose to one 
our. | ae | 


of the Musalman students of the Noakhali Zilla 


BANGABHUMI, 
May 10th, 905 


Sar Sni VIisHNU 
Priya-O ANANDA 


[Calcutta] of the 18th May, has expressed sorrow Bx Pataca, 
May 18th, 1905. 


SaNJIVARI, 


May 18th, 1905. 


Dall HiTavaDI, 
May 19th, 1905. 


Dau HiTavaD!, 
May 20th, 1905. 
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(3) Often gs when a Musalman ie ae on the a zx any 
roun e to-prove any proposition in geometry, the Head 
Master kwittin 3 at the figure resembles the cupola 
of the Mecca Masjid. : . 7 

(4) Recently on one occasion the Head Master had given a sum to his 
class to work out which had reference to certain quantities of 
liquor, when he remarked that the Musalmans would not be 
able to do this sum, since they were 7 508 people, who could 
have nothing to do with even the name of liquor. 

(5) About a month ago, the Musalman students 3 for leave to 
attend the burial of Moulvi Hamidullah Saheb, the Persian 
teacher of the school. Their request was refused. But it is 

ointed out that the Head Master is in the habit of allowing 
alf-holidays to his students to enable them to be present at 
) musical or magic parties when any such are held at his house. 

(6) The Head Master is in the habit of going to sleep when he should 
be teaching his class. He is generally more busy discussing the 
merits of the books of which he is the author than attending 
to his official duties. 

(7) The number of Musalman students in this school, which stood 
at 100 or 125 during the régime of the former Head Master, 
Babu Isan Chandra Sen, has decreased to about 30 at the 
present moment. 


24. Referring to the proposed division of the Bengali language for 
preparing text-books for rural schools, a corres- 


pondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
19th May says that there are in the Malda district alone 22 different dialects 


Text-books for rural schools. 


spoken by no less than 35 different classes of Hindus and Musalmans. How 

will the authorities give effect to their scheme, regard being had to this state 

of things ? : = 
25. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th May writes: 


Considering the extremely degraded condition 
to which the cultivating classes in this country 
| have fallen, we do not consider education to be 
their first or principal necessity. The cultivating classes in England, France 


Education of the cultivating 
olas es in Bengal. 


or in America are in prosperous circumstances, and can afford the expense 


of undertaking works of agricultural improvement, Education may be all 
very well for such people. But for people like the Indian cultivators, who 
are often compelled to sell their very seed grains to satisfy their hunger, 
who live for generations bound by the chains of slavery to the village mzhajan, 
who often die untimely deaths in numbers for want of proper medical 
assistance, for such people can education be a matter of such prime necessity 
that books must be prepared in new dialects for their use? The cultivating 
community in Bengal may broadly be. divided into two classes, The first 
class is composed of people of the comparatively higher castes, such as the 
Sadgope, Aguri, Kaibarta, etc. They are generally educated, and some 
among them are sufficiently educated to have become Vakils, Deputy Magis- 
trates, . Assistant Surgeons and the like. Complete illiteracy is almost 
entirely absent from among the members of this class. Some among them 
might till the soil with their own hands, but siill usually they possess 
sufficient education to write letters, keep accounts and read the easiest 
books and in some cases the newspapers also. But as a rule these high-class 


cultivators get the actual tilling done by people of the lower castes, such as 
the Haris, the Bagdis, the ndals, the Bods, etc., who form the second of 
the two classes referred to above. It is among this latter class of people that 


absolutely no rudiment of education is to be found. Their sons in boyhood, 
instead of attending the nearest school, go to the fields in charge of their 
cattle, and sometimes look after other people’s cattle. They usually possess 
no lands of their own, or at best small plots of three or four dighas. 

_ ‘The question now arises which of these two classes Government has in 
view in its scheme of rural primary education, To the people of the 


higher class, a strictly agricultural education would certainly mean no 
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. ovement, for a ‘strictly agricultural education of the axe at the 

of the high education which they now often receive. And as. for the people 

of the lower classes, to them, with their present complete reer: ie 

make no difference what language is employed as the medium of the 

instruction. : | | 28 i er ee 


(Local Self-Gcvernment and M unicipal Administration. 


26. 1 y (Krishnagar] of the 10th May writes :— | - KAENAWAGAR, 
* ees Wate 2 that G has at last Mey 10th, 1006. 
he Krishnagar charitable taken notice of the. doings of Kali Babu, the 
ere doctor in charge of the charitable dispensary at 
Krishnagar. We understand that he has been called upon for explanations in 
regard to certain points and, further, that a sharp eye is now N on his 
work. In our opinion Government might. more easily find out h Babu's 
misdeeds if it instituted private enquiries, instead of confining all its efforts 
to supervising the doctor’s office work. During the last two or three days we 
have received a number of letters relating to the strange doings of this man, 
which we shall publish in our next issue. : 
27. The Jasohur [J N of the 17th May refers to the havoc caused by Jon, 
cholera, dysentery and malaria in certain villages “7 17th, 190. 
The 83 of een supply on the banks of the Barasia, a stream which, 
in certain viltages in eer’. ‘branching off from the Madhumati at Noaibari in 
Magura, forms part of the boundary line between the distriots of Jessore and 
Farid pur. It appears that the current in this stream was formerly so strong 
that navigation on it by boats was at times dangerous. But since the earth- 
quake of 1897 it has been rapidly silting up, so that at present it is left almost 
completely dry. = - 
The use of its stagnant waiter by the viilagers on its banks has given 
rise to periodical epidemics of the diseases referred to above. It is suggested 
that Government should provide the villages with an independent source 
of drinking-water supply by digging tanks and wells for their use. The names 
of these villages are—Pinglia, Kasiani, Bhaliapara, Jarhat, Majta, Habra (on 
the Faridpur bank of the stream), and Bidhyadbar Mala, Barabhag, Mirgauj 
and Alfadanga (on the Jessore bank). 1 
28, The Howrah Hitaisht Howrah] of the 20th May doubts whether the n Brarmm, 
proposed municipal reform in Calcutta will be a 1908. 
substantial improvement on the existing state of ee : 
things, and refuses to support the proposal to 
bring Howrah under the City Municipality. This proposal to introduce 
Borough Councils in Calcutta could well be supported, if 1 Self-Government 
meant in India what it means in England. Here people are obliged to pay 
rates, but have no control over the disbursement of their proceeds. - 
29. After giving the substance of the Resolution of the Government of 3#4847 Mirza, 
: _. Bengal on the subject of Borough Councils for ™*” 2b 1008. 
aie Moe of the Cal- the town of Calcutta, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta } 3 
| . of the 20th May comments as follows: 
As the proposed Committee contains no Commissioners elected by the 
rate-payers, the public look at the, measure with suspicion. It is true that 
the Calcutta Municipality will be reconstituted after the model of its sister 
institutions in Europe, but what good may possibly be derived therefrom ? 
The Lieutenant-Governor has spoken highly of the present district system 
but to us it seems simply useless, as we see no sanitary improvement due to it. 
The roads prey ct — in ed regi. cre as ever and the street lighting 
18 a8 insufficient as ore. It has not been clearly explai , 
v7 h Councils would be like. made: 17 = 1 
a e present officers of Government are advocates of secrecy. : 
is to be improved, but how, the poome oo not know. They alata ae pyre 
. aon it be ber begin 2 Wer or to drown it in the » 
s of the Bay o l. Similar is the knowled ‘De "6 
the Borough Coon 8 ng er racic, owledge of the people regarding 


The proposed Borough Councils 
in Lalcutta. ! 
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Dat_y HIvaVADt, 
May 21st, 1906. 


BIA BaNDav, 
May 15th 7 1905. 


BARISAL HTraIlsHI, 
May 17th, 1906. 
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30. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 21st May says that formerly 

| | ot hackrey 222 in Calcutta were allowed to 
Hackney carrisge stands in ztand in the shade of road-side trees. But now 
Calcutta. they are compelled to stand in the sun on the 


‘ 


stands constructed for them by the City Municipality. Is this not cruelty 


to animals? 3 
(f }— Questions affecting the land. 


31. The Bilar Bandhu [Bavkipur] of the 15th May publishes a letter 

fi of a NR, een 18 yey * = Patna 

The complaint of the Musslmans district informing it of the -handedness of 

= ong A Manager of the Dum. Babu Sheo Sharan Lal, Manager of the Dumraon 

Raj, towards the Musalmans of Karan Chak and 

Sadasipur in respect of. a burial ground, part of which has been appropriated by 

the Babu for a private purpose. 

82. The Barisal Hitatsh ranma N. of the 17th May complains that the 

„ settlement operations now in progress in Backer- 

Settlement operations in Back- gunge are proving ruinous to the people of that 

ergunge "Ph a ’ 2 : 
1 district. The Deputy Collectors in camp are 

generally accused by the public of keeping the suitors who come before them 

waiting for long periods and also of sometimes deciding suits ez parte in their 

absence. Special reference is made to the general official incompetence which 
is alleged to characterize the Deputy Collector in camp at Gaila. | 

33. The Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 20th May reports that all the amins 

, 3 employed in the survey operations at Ranchi have 

e ee struck work. The Surveyor-General has promised 


a personal inquiry - on the spot. The result is awaited. 


Baxk UBA DAR PAK 
May 16th, 1905. 


MAXBHUM, 
May 16th, 1906. 


( 9)~-Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


34. The Bankura Darpan [ Bankura] of the 16th May says that on 
the 8th May last a calf was run over by the up- 
passenger train on the Midnapore-Jheria Branch 
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Occurrences like 
this are very frequent on the line, and perhaps the Railway authorities are not 
informed of them, else the line would not have been left unfenced so long. 
35. A correspondent of the Manbhum | Purulia] of the 16th May notices 
— Meawus Bail ‘the following inconveniences of passengers on the 
e mengeremegpar aun. Bengal-Nagpur Railway :— 
(1) The slow rate of the speed of its trains compared with the rate of 
ae speed of the trains on the East Indian Railway. : 
6 The long halts allowed at wayside stations. 
3) The want of properly- timed connection trains in those sections of the 
line where passengers have to change from one train to another. 
This particular form of inconvenience is illustrated by the 
following example. A passenger wishes to travel from Sholkera 
to Purulia. He has to leave Sholkera in the early morning at 
4-5 4. M. by the one mixed train available for passengers on the 
Sholkera-Chinpina section, and travel 32 miles in 2 hours. 
Then an hour's halt is allowed at Adra and then the train moves 
on to Chinpina, where it arrives at 7 A. u., when the Purulia 
looal had already passed that station 19 minutes earlier, The 
halt at Ardah might have been reduced by half-an-hour in order 
to connect with this Purulia train in time. 
(4) The insufficiency of the 28 number (only one per day) of 
nger trains on the Midnapore-Sholkera section. 


+ 
* 


Accidents to cattle on the Mid- 
napore-J neria line. 


(5) The von of proper waiting accommodation at Barahabhum station, 
4 


a where the value of tickets sold sometimes amounts to 
; Rs. 200 or Re. 250 a day. 
(6) Overcrowding in the third-class carriages in the mixed trains which 


run on the Asansol-Chakradharpur section. 


(7) The want of provision for an adequate supply of drinking-water at 
all the stations on the line during summer. 
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36. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 23rd May suggests 
3 don senger train oh the 
The Bengal-Nagpur Railway. section of the Bengal-Nagpur R 
leaves Asansol at 6 l. u. should be timed to leave that station about half-an- 
hour later in order to connect with the East Indian Railway night Gein Tom 
‘ Howrah which arrives at Asansol at 6-10 A. u. It is pointed out that this delay 
in leaving Asansol might be made up by curtailing the lon halts which are 
now allowed to this train at intermediate stations and specially at. Chinpina 
station. | | : 75 
A similar suggestion to delay the time of departure from Howrah is 
offered with regard to the up passenger train on the same section of the same 
railway. It is pointed out that by the existing arrangements this train leaves 
Howrah at 5 A M., an hour too early to connect it with the two earliest down 
trains which arrive with passengers from West Bengal at Howrah at 5-26 and 
5-46, respectively. Cay eee es 5 
Attention is also drawn to the necessity of arranging for a system of 
return tickets for intermediate class ngers—a concession which is allowed 
on all the other railways which start from Calcutta. e e 
Lastly, it is alleged that arrangements for a supply of drinking-water are 
still lacking at some of the stations on the Bengal-Nagpur line. 

87. The Ratnakar [Asanscl] of the 20th May draws attention to the 
| conduct of two railway employés named Gupta 
Babu and Jatin Babu, respectively, at Ondal station 
on the East Indian Railway, who, it is alleged, for purposes of their own, make 
unnecessary difficulties about issuing tickets and luggage receipts to intending 
passengers, specially to such of them as wish to travel with goods for sale at 
the Asansol Adé. 

The same paper also complains that Mr. Gomes, the Luggage Inspector at 

Asansol railway station, is in the habit of harassing passengers whose luggage 
does not exceed the regulation weight, in order to serve his own purposes. He 
is recently alleged to have a such a blow to a Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
passenger who was found travelling with an excess weight of luggage with 
him that the passenger fell on the ground. 

38. The Dacca 1 rakas [Dacca] of the 21st May suggests the desirabilit 

of restoring and maintaining the village finds 
which have existed in the Vikrampur pargana 
| since the days of Ballal, but which are fast fall- 
ing into decay and disappearing, Reference is also made to the utility of 
defining the boundaries of the ails, i. e., the ridges which separate any two plots 
of cultivable land, in this pargana, and it is pointed out that the disappearance of 
these ails would mean the cropping up of endless bound disputes, with their 
attendant riots and litigation. It is observed that, besides their utility as 
boundary marks, these ails subserve the purposes of village communication. 

39. With reference to the projected Contai-Belda Light Railway in 
ee 3 Midnapore, the Nikar [Contai) of the 23rd Ma 
Light Ballwey. “cee on: publishes detailed annual figures about the quanti- 
ae ties of goods imported into and exported from four 
of the principal bazars through which the proposed line will run, in order to 
show that the line would prove remunerative to the extent demanded by 
Messrs. Martin & Co. as a preliminary condition of their undertaking its 
construction. These four bazars are situated respectively at Contai, Sathmail, 


that the 


Railway complaints. 


Communications in the Vikram- 
pur pargana in Dacca. 


Balighai. and Egra. It appears from a comparison of these detailed figures 
that the total quantity of goods imported into and exported from these four 
marts is 311,135 maunds, which with the present rate of freight of 2 annas 

r maund charged by the boats will yield Rs. 38,891-14 to the railway. 

ow Mesers. Martin & Co. demand a guaranteed income of Rs. 50,000 out of 
the line. Of this Rs. 50,000, Rs. 20,000 are offered to be contributed by the 
District Board. And the difference of Rs. 30,000 is more than made up the 
trade of the four marts referred to above. And it is pointed out that, apart 
from these four marts, there are other petty marts and also the passenger 
ene to 1 considered in ¢alculating the total probable income of the 

e 


ilway which h now | 


RATRAKAB, 
May 20th, 1906, 


Dacca Prakase 
May 2let, 1905. 
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Ban BaNDaAv, 
May 15th, 1906. 


Bard DaRrak, 
May 2tb, 1905. 


Bax EUR A DaRPAN, 
May 16th, 1905. 


SANJIVANI, 
May 18th, 1905. 


6522) 
(h)— General. 


40. The Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipur] of the 15th May apprebends mis- 
chief from the Bengal Government circular 


by the Sanjivant making the Commis- 


A Government circular. bl ish ed 


sioner the social head of the Division. 


41. The Banga Darpan [Chinsura] of the 20th May fails to see the 

| cubical necessity of the circular issued by Mr. Carlyle 
Mr. Carlyle s circular. relating to the control to be exercised by Commis. 
sioners over executive and judicial officers. If a Judge or a Magistrate is 
found to conduct himself in a rude or culpable manner in society or in his 
dealings with the general public, is it not possible to bring him to his senses 
quietly by social punishment? If not, will any action taken by the Commis. 
sioner in the matter be more efficacious than the bringing of the matter direct 
to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor? In these days of the railway and 
the telegraph, it cannot take long to communicate with the head of the Local 
Government. Neither is the number of such cases occurring in the course of a 
year so large as to take up much of the Lieutenant-Governor’s time. Even if 
their number was large, that would be rather an argument in favour of the 
Lieutenant-Governor keeping the power of control in his own hands. Because 
it would not do for His Honour to refuse to keep himself acquainted with all 
the details of cases in which Judges and Magistrates tarnished the fair fame of 
the British Government by falling out among themselves, by going to excess 
in drinking, etc., or by ill-treating the subject people. Besides, how can it 
be expected that European Commissioners will take any severe notice of the 
conduct of offending European Judges and Magistrates, with whom they eat, 
drink and play together and are socially on the closest terms? A Commis- 


sioner may be officially superior to Magistrates and Judges, but “a man is a 
man fora’ that.” 


The truth is that there was no necessity for the circular in question, and 
that it would have been enough if a circular had been issued only indicating 
that the Lieutenant-Governor was determined to put down official vagaries. If 
the Lieutenant-Governor actually has proof of the frequent misbehavior of the 
district authorities and if His Honour has really become anxious for the 
well-being of his subjects, will His Honour be able to remain satisfied with 
delegating his power of control to anybody else ? 


42. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan bern of the 16th May 


f prays for a letter-box in the Podumpur village 
N se ee oe A e post office in the Bankura district. 
nkura district. : 

| There is a letter-box at Shyamnagar and every 

day a peon starts from the Gopalnagar post office, clears the Shyamnagar 
letter-box, and passing through Podumpur, arrives at the Jaypur post office. A 
letter-box at Podumpur would therefore be easily cleared by this peon. At 
present the inhabitants of Podumpur have to walk the distance of two miles 


between it and the Jaypur post office in order to post and receive their letters. 
43. The Sanpivani ace same Oa the 18th May writes :— 
3 * e can eee e Indians * poet 
Appointment Ov naians to the qualifications enough to discharge the duties of the 
— = iceroyalty itself with — But the Govern- 
ment, far from appointing Indians to the offide of Viceroy, is keeping them out 
even of posts worth Rs, 500 and over. This is no exaggeration or imaginary 
statement. Mr. Gokhale has proved the truth of this statement from the 
various Civil Lists published by Government authority. He on à recent 
occasion asked Government in Council to prepare a statement showing the 
names of posts worth Rs. 500 a year and over which had been created since 
1893 and the names of the present holders of those posts, Government having 
refused to undertake its preparation, Mr. Gokhale himself has now prepared 
such a list, which demonstrates conclusively that in the matter of appointing 
children of the soil to the — offices of State, the Government of India, far 
from showing unexampled liberality, is exhibiting a strange narrowness. 
(Here follows the detailed list prepared by Mr. Gokhale, ] 
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* from this list that holders of posts of the value of Ra. 500 and 
over 2 between the different races in 1897 and 1903 as 


follows :— 


1897. 1903. 
oon * 2,824 2,889 
ove 55 189 
ose a: ae Oe 
ove ved 83 98 


The increase in the number of Europeans is therefore 65, in that df 
Eurasians 14, in that of Hindus 20, and in that of Musalmans 15. Regard 
being had to the total population under each of these heads, it appears that 
Europeans and Eurasians have obtained the largest share of the public patronage 
in Lord Curzon’s regime. 7 


The creation of the new Agricaltural Department has been made the 


occasion by Lord Curzon of appointing three Europeans to of the value 
of more than Rs. 500. We can assert with some confidence that Indians better 
qualified than these Europeans are available. 

We ate being deprived of the rights which are our due both by birth and 
by qualification. In violation of the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation of 
1858 the Government of India are ignoring the claims of qualified Indians. 
It behoves us, therefore, to adopt as early as possible some means by which our 
rulers may be prevented from keeping us, in defiance of the laws of justice, 
out of the service of the State. 

44, The same paper notices in the following terms the recent notification 

in the Calcutta Gas tis regarding the clerical appoint- 
Prange wll ory — the ments in the office of the Board of Revenue: 
oe . ; We ask Sir A. Fraser what policy is it 
according to which this method of distributing Government patronage is being 
adopted in all the offices? And what is the use of all this nice allotment of 
shares? ‘The country is yours, we Indians must live simply as hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, picking up the crumbs which fall from your table—this 
is the provision you are making for us. Europeans are not natives of this 
country, You invite them and distribute all the public appointments high and 
low among them; and those who are sons of the soil, you deprive by force of 
circulars and notifications of the service for’ which they qualify themselves by 
education. Distinction of colour now obtains greater consideration than merit 
and fitness. Sir Andrew Fraser, we ask you is this to be end of the Queen's 
Proclamation ? 
45. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 18th May has the following reference 
to the notification which recently appeared in the 
Calcutta Gazette reserving 30 per cent. of the 
clerical appointments in the office of the Board of 
Revenue for 22 and Eurasians:— 

It was only on a recent occasion that Lord Curzon boastfull 
to be shown a single instance in which he had violated any ee 
Queen's Proclamation. And now here we have this notice. What agreement 
between words and acts! We now come to see that this importing of 
Europeans into the service of our country in large numbers is likely to have a 
beneficial effeot on us. Our piteous beggings no longer move the hearts of the 
authorities. Henceforward the lot of the whites will come to be bound u 
with our lot, and even the British Government will be stirred out of its — 
by the deep mutterings of the whites. So we should not object to any means 
whatever it may be, by which the number of whites in the country js 
increased. | f * 

46. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th May says that the dri 

of Sir Andrew Fraser's eee is 83 

an increase of the powers of the executive. This 
: ; is exemplified by the following:— 

1) The project to establish a college at Ranchi and aboli i 

dency College, Calcutta. His Honour’s Aer, yp bea 

Presidency College will not be abolished is not very assuring. 


Enropeans and Eurasians in the 
office of the Board of Revenue. 


Sir Andrew Fraser’s adminis- 
trative policy. 
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Jrori 
May 18th, 1905. 


Dalty Hrravabi, 
May 19th, 1905. 
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HitTavaRtTa 
May 21st, 1905 


HiTavaDi, 
May 19th, 1905. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTAVABA, 


May 2let, 19065. 
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(2) His Honour’s conduct in relation to matters concerning the Calcutta 
Municipality. When the majority of the. Commissioners of the 
Municipality declared its working to be unsatisfactory, His 
Honour began singing its praise and abusing its detractors. 

3) The proposal to divide the 3 language. 

80 The persistent rumour that a Civilian will be the next Director of 
Public Instruction. | ; 

(5) His Honour’s partiality towards the executive service, as for 
example, the appointment of a Civilian Presidency Magistrate 
at Calcutta in the place of a Barrister Presidency Magistrate. 

(6) Mr. Carlyle’s circular placing District Judges under Divisional 
Commissioners in certain respects. 


His Honour is very sensitive to press criticisms, as has been proved by his 
attacks on the vernacular press in his St. Andrews Dinner speech and in the 
last Administration Report. It is to be regretted that his work should offer 
opportunities for press criticism. 

47. The Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 19th May thanks the Government of 

Burma for reinstating Babu Surendra Kumar 
- Banerji in his post in the office of the Burma 
Government Press from which he was unjustly dismissed by Mr. Sanderson, the 
late Superintendent of the Press. It is hoped that justice will be similarly done 
to the many other officers who were dismissed by Mr. Sanderson. An eye 
should also be kept on the present Superintendent of the Press. Some time ago 
a complaint against him appeared in the Hitavadi, and this had the effect of 
inflaming him to such a degree that he ordered all incoming letters uddressed to 
the employésof the Press to be delivered to his favourite clerk, Abdul Rasid. 
Thenceforward the employés of the Press receive only such letters as are given 
to them by Abdul Rasid. This is bad and unlawful. 

48. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 21st May hopee that Mr. Sanderson, 

_ Superintendent of Government Printing, Burma, 
R — ct of Govern- who is now on leave, will not be placed in charge 

Se of that office again. The Lieutenant-Governor of 
Burma should consider the case of those unfortunate men who were dismissed 
by Mr. Sanderson. | 

49. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th May asks why Mr. Carey, the 

1 5 District Magistrate of Hooghly, is so anxious to 
in 1 Genes firearms deprive people of their licenses for keeping fire- 
: | arms. These licenses were surely issued after 
due consideration by his predecessors in the district. It is therefore incom- 
cs ean ps why he has issued a notice to the effect that the licenses of such 
olders of revolvers as will fail to prove within three months from the time 
of the issue of the notice, that it is necessary for them to keep those revolvers 
for self-defence, will not be renewed. Can Mr. Carey or the Lieutenant- 
Governor say what is the necessity of almost every white man in this conntry 
keeping revolvers or pistols? It is rumoured that Mr. Carey has refused to 
renew almost 70 per cent. of the licenses in the district. Has the possession 
of . firearms by the inhabitants of the district ever proved dangerous? Will 
the Lieutenaut- Governor support Mr. Carey is this action on his part? . 
50. After giving a dozen instances in which Mr. Carey, the District 
we Coss Magistrate of Hooghly, is alleged to have insulted 
oe native gentlemen and others, the Chinsura Var tavaha 
[Chinsura } of the 21st May proceeds to remark :— 3 

To what pass are things drifting in Hooghly! Is a Magistrate like 
Mr. Carey fit to serve in a district which has witnessed the services and 
8 of benovolent officers like Sir William Herschel, Mr. John Beames, Mr. 
H. G. Cooke, Mr. G. Toynbee, Mr. R. C. Dutt and Mr. T. Inglis? Mr. Carey 
is an expectionally intelligent man who understands office business very 
well. But he labours under one serious defect, that he is made angry on the 


The Rangoon Government Press. 


least provocation when he is betrayed into insulting zamindars, subordinate 


officials or eminent vakils. The consequence is that nobody cares to approach 
him willingly. For how lon bee this state of things be permitted to 
continue in Hooghly? Will not Sir A. Fraser transfer Mr. Carey to any 


Capital punishment. 


( 5% ) 
othier district? Why did Mr. Carey suddenly leave for Darjeeling on the 16th 
May last? Was he sent. for by the Lieutenant-Governor? There are x 
good many rumours afloat in tuwn in connexion with this sudden eee this Hreavanee, 
51. The Aitavarca [ Caloutta] of the 2lst May is pleased to see May Nat 1905. 
Mr. Carey has been made by Sir Andrew Fraser 
Nr. Caren. to apologize to Babu Peari Mohan Roy for the 
want of courtesy shown towards that gentleman, but asks what unish- 
ment has His Honour meted out to that officer for his offering bodily olence 
to Yotindra Mohan Nundi? Does Mr. Carey consider the ple of How 7 
rebellious, as he has recently issued a circular directing the owners of pisthols 
and revolvers to show within three calendar months the necessity of keeping 
m? ; | | . 
5 52. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 24th May says that at last the evil SaNDEYa, 
| oe | genius of the Hooghly district has left it. Mr. May 24th, 1906. 
Mr. Corey's’ transfer and Carey has been degraded and transferred. But will 
— he take the lesson and mend his manners’ in 
ae future! | , 7 | 5 Hravakra. 
53. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 2lst May is sorry that Mr. Hallifax, 1445 21d, 1905. 
a = Magistrate and Collector of Murshidabad, should | 
Mr. Halifax of Murshidabed. = have prohibited the Hindus from singing their 
rayers and the Musalmans their religious songs after 10 o'clock at night. It is 
eard that he called for an explanation from some Musalmans for oe his 
order. It is to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will be ple to 
interfere in the matter. 
54. The same paper is glad to hear that the Government of the Punjab = aimavanma. 
| has remitted the income-tax of those who have 
gee ee: See suffered from the revent earthquake, and hopes 
122 . 4 it will be pleased to remit the land revenue 
00. , : 
55. In reference to the proposal of the Government of Bengal to intro- Ani Bancavam, 
5 N duce a uniform standard of measures and weight May 22nd, 1906. 
udnfermitr in weights and throughout the Province, the Fina Bangavasi 
. ane of the 22nd May suggests that the 
question should be refe to the trading classes of the country also for 
their opinion. 
56. The same paper says that since capital punishment does not obtain Ho Banaavast 
| in most of the countries of Europe and even in, 
, 8 85 Russia, this punishment is very rarely given. 
And since most of the learned men of Europe are against it, could 
not the Government of India abolish the practice of hanging criminals where 
72 * one individual has been found to have been hanged for the death ~~ 
of one 
57. The same paper says that according to the Indian World the natiye ur: Randavasl. 
The budget of India members’ discussion on the Indian budget is treated 
as a mere farce. It would be much better if the 
native members of the Viceregal Council were consulted at the time. of 
reparing the budget, as there would then be some probability of the budget 
ing preter. 1 8 a 
58. In view of the reduction lately sanctioned in the rates for telegraph Dur Hitavanr. 
Telegraphic money-order rates. roti. sh, the D atly Hutavadi [Oaloutta) of the 1 


pues 23rd May suggests the desirability of a similar 
concession in the matter of the rates for telegraphic money-orders, which, 
it is urged, are excessively high at present. a 


III. Loa Tron. othe 
59. A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 21st Mey 


side says that the proposed jute legislation will, inste 
The proposed jute — of removing fo pa 5 ulteration, Gentes a 
source of oppression and corruption. Jute is adulterated with sand, clay and 
water. As for sand and clay, they are primarily derived, as far as the grower 
is concerned, from the water of the river in which the jute is steeped and from 
the ground on which it is dried. The adulteration caused in this way is very 
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Hinv! BanGcavasl, 
May 22nd, 1905. 


BIHAR BANDHO, 
May 15th, 1905. 


CHAROU MEI, 
Mey 16th, 1905. 
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small, and there is at present no means at the disposal of cultivators by which 
it can be avoided. As for adulteration with water, perfect dryness destroys 
the fibre of jute, which should, therefore, be moistened with water at the rate 
of three or four seers per maund of jute. Excess water above this n 

uantity is generally due to rain-water, as jute is grown in the rainy season, 
However that may be, the adulteration caused in this way also is not serious, 
Jute is adulterated on a large scale by Vasia vydpdris (middlemen). But the 
middleman is not alone responsible for this evil. He is obliged to adulterate 
because people refuse to buy the commodity at a high price. Intermixture of 
jute of different qualities arises from the want of jute experts among culti- 
vators. Besides this, it is not practically possible to sort out the different 
qualities of jute and then bale them. The proposed legislation would in the 
hands of the Inspectors who would be appointed under it, become a prolific 
source of bribery, because it would be in their power to report as aldulterated 
all the jute of such growers as might refuse to bribe them. Again, how is it 
possible for purchasers to test all the bales they purchase? If after purchasing 
a nuuiber of bales they discover that these are adulterated, will they allow 
them to be confiscated and thus lose the money which they have paid for them ? 
In Calcutta, jute is abstracted both at the time of purchase and at the time of 
sale. To prevent this, chutkiwalas have been dismissed, and Inspectors have 
been appointed from the Jute Association. This has only increased the 
amount of theft by increasing the number of persons who expect to profit by it. 


IV.—NatTIvE STATES. 


60. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 22nd May says that some 
Christian missionaries of the Weeslyan Mission, 
_ who have recently come to Hyderabad for the 
purpose of propagating their faith, have been com- 
plaining of the misrule of the Nizam’s Government, which shows that the 
Christian missionaries, as.a rule, speak of the misery of such people only 
as are not under a European Government. ü | 


Christian missionaries in the 
Nizam‘s Dominions. 


VI.—MiISCELLANEOVUs. 


61. In criticizing the statistical account of the export and import trade 


The decline of pative industries, I India during 1904, the Bihar Bandhu Bankipur | 
e One de BANE MOSES: of the 15th May sees a falling off in the industries 
and the consequent growing poverty of the country. 
62. The Charu Mt/ir [Mymensingh | of the 16th May writes :— 
At the present time we notice the absence of 
a feeling of good-will in almost every act of the 
| English officials and the non-official Englishmen in 
India towards the natives. The sight of the native progressing in education 
and civilization is making the English Government doubt the security of its 
tenure of existence. The non-official European community has come to look 
upon the natives as rivals and so to hate them. This distrust on the part of 
the Government and this sense of conflict of interests on the part of the 
non-official community are creating the greatest harm to the country at large. 
We cannot imagine what giounds Government has found to justify its 
distrust of a loyal race like the Indians. No Indian ever wishes ill to the 
British Government. The Indians are neither fools nor barbarians. They 
are quite able to realize that without the liberal policy of the British régime 
there is no chance of rising for this fallen country. | 
Government is no longer so well-disposed towards us as it was in the olden 
days. The narrow policy which was first introduced in the time of Lord 
Lytton in a veiled form, has now in the time of Lord Curzon revealed itself 
in its true colours. The curtailment of the rights of self-government, the oppo- 
sition to high education, the ubolition of the competitive examinations, the 
keeping out of natives from the higher offices of State—these form a dark 
chapter of the history of Lord Curzon’s Government. : 
One good result of this growing want of cordiality between the rulers and 
the ruled has been that the native public has come to realize that Government 
will never of its own motive follow a liberal policy. Nothing will stir it out 


The Government and the people 
of India. 
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thy except a strong representation regarding their wants and aspira- 

. 7 2 4 nation combined. The Congress movement ; its 

attendant conferences has sown the first seeds of political education among 
the masses and an awaking of the 3 7 er ~ eae ray “oe 

h [Comilla | of the ay writes as follows: 

a India i the * zamindari. It is 


“British Empire and British here that they lay, work, earn money and tify 


zamindari.“ 


their vanity. It is not a of the British mpire, 
but a British zamindari. The English are our lan lords and we are their 
raiyats. Our relation with the English is that of a raiyat with a zamindar or 
talukdar, and of a servant with a master. | 
If Indians get self-government, are appointed to high posts in Government 
service, and are exempted from the operation of the Arms Act, India will 
become as powerful as the colonies. But the English do not desire that such 
should ever be the case. Who would willingly renounce the luxury ind 
privileges of landlordism? O English! Remain our lords and we will serve 
you like slaves, but do not boast that India forms part of the British Empire. 
Say you are the zamindars of an extensive pargana called India. 3 
64. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th May has the following in an 
25 article headed The Crooked Path ” :— | 
3 What makes us conclude that the path of 
administration followed by the English is the true path? Whence is it that we 
conclude that we must adopt every way and habit of a country where tosucceed 
in an election one must treat the lowest orders of people, the very scum of 
society, to drink? If our men of light and leading now gave up political 
babblement, so foreign in its character and so ill-suited to our country, and 
moulded society anew on the lines laid down in our Sastras, we should be 
strong both in body and mind. In that case it would matter very little whether 
the English or the Russians riled over us. For in Hindu society there is a 
rovision for self-government. We are not averse to feeding foreigners. 
india is a lavishly productive country, and it is not in our nature to churlishly 
turn away suppliants at our doors, We can therefore well afford to feed a 
foreign people or two. If our social constitution were such as it should be, we 
shoald care very little whether we were ruled by the English or the French. 


Tarvons Hrramn, 
May 16th, 19065. 


SaNDHYA, - 
May 17th, 1906. 


Neither would have been supreme in influence, but occupied a comparatively — 


subordinate situation, In that case, in illness we should have run to physicians 
practising according to indigenous methods and got well by using pills made 
of bel leaves and not suffered European druggists to drain away the country’s 


wealth or European drugs to impair our bodies and minds. It that case, new 


2 would have put indigenous practitioners upon discovering new 
remedies. If we had accepted the Brahmins as the true leaders of our soci 

we should not have run, at every step, to an English law-court and enriched 
Government with court and stamp-fees and English advocates with high fees of 
50 or 60 gold mohurs.. If we feared excommunication in case of drunkenness, 
with many of us both life and money would be safe. If we still acted under 
the notion that for a Brahmin to serve is to lose his caste, there would still he 
found in the body of the community a spirited section which, if need were, 
could be ready to lay down their lives for the sake of their country. Mr. 
Gokhale is up and doing in political agitation, He declares himself fully 
confident of carrying everything before him if he only gets a handful of self. 
sacrificing youths to co-operate with him. We, for ourselves, say that the 
Brahmins are by far the most numerous among the four main Indian castes, and 
that if Mr. Gokhale can only teach them their duties he will obtain thousands 
of worthy lieutenants instead of only the handful of followers he wants. 

What constituted the soul and essence of Hindu society is gone. That is 
why, though rich, we are still poor. Again, it will not fare well with us if 
instead of laying hold on what belonged to our fathers we look out for the 
crumbs from strangers’ tables. The ancient Hindu society, if it had still 
existed, would have been able to afford us the very protection that we now seek 
of foreign rulers, All Hindus from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin should be 


convinced that if we forget things so near to our hearts, things that have lai 
80 firm a hold on our minds as the legislation of Mann, the N pr 
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Sansivant, 
May 18th, 1905. 


BHaRaT MITRa, 
May 20th, 1906. 


JYOTI. 
May 18th, 1905. 


ARYAVARTA, 
May 20th, 1905. 


BnaAnAT Mirna, 
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Sankar, the Ramayan of Valmiki, the Mahabharat of Vyasa, and the Sakuntala of 
Kalidas, and take to spouting foreign phrases and to following Mill and 
Bentham, we shall never be able to raise our heads again. | 

65. Referring to the reply of Mr. Brodrick tothe question of Mr. Schwann 

. in Parliament 8 Lord Curzon's Convocation 

8 * = the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 18th May 

First the Indians are to be abused, and then if they protest, they are to be 
frowned at—no bad arrangement this! Mr. Brodrick must be presumed to 
a knowledge of English. Let him go through Lord Curzon’s speech and 
say if the critics of that speech have put any wrong interpretation on it, 
Let him say whether it is not incorrect to say that a mistake has been made in 
understanding the sense of that speech. 
66, Commenting upon Mr. Brodrick’s reply to the question which was 
1 i 1 put by an Hon'ble Member of Parliament 
* 1 gpa ä arding Lord Curzon's Convocation speech and 
the resolutions of the protest meetings held in India, 
the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th May says the Indians expected no more 
at his hands. ; 

67. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 18th May has the following reference to 
the Conference which was lately held at Calcutta 
in view of the approaching visit to this city of the 
Prince of Wales :— is 

Indians are loyal subjects, so there is nothing strange that on this occasion 
one will see money spent which is as the very heart’s-blood of Mother India. 
But we wish to inquire if their Royal Highnesses will be able in the midst of 
all these grand receptions at the cost of the people, to see the hearts of these 
people as they really are? Will the sight of the prosperity of the European 
shops in the city allow them to devote a thought to the distant village where 
the poverty-sticken cultivator may be shedding silent tears over his lot of 
misery ? Will not their Royal Highnesses after they have had a view of 
Calcutta go away with the impression that that is typical of the condition of 
the whole country? Who will tell them, that beyond afew miles from the 
outskirts of that city, across the dilapidated village roads, stalk starvation and. 
disease, scarcity of water, and severity of taxation? When our present 
Emperor visited this country he wasnot allowed to mix with the natives 
independently. The principal purpose of these Royal visits is that the Princes 
may get to know at first-hand the real condition of the country, and the 
sentiments and aspirations of its population. And yet, as we said just now, 
on the occasion of the visit of the present Emperor, no native was permitted 
to open his heart before His Royal Highness. His Royal Highness was 
brought forward before the public only on those occasions when an address was 
to be presented. As if this was not enough, the officials often wrote out the 
addresses which purported to come from the people, lest the people if they 
wrote the addresses themselves should put in something against Government. 
And the presentation of these addresses was attended with all sorts of awkward 
ceremonies. But it had no connexion whatever with the people’s real senti- 
ments. A similar state of things will be repeated on the occasion of the 
present visit also. We expect nothing good out of such a visit. Rather we 
— harm in that our future Emperor will imbibe false ideas as its 
result. : 

68. The Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 20th May publishes an extract from 
a contemporary, the Rayisthan Samachar, which 
recommends the use of Indian marble discovered 
near Patiala for the Victoria Memorial Hall. This paper also recommends 
that the working of the mines should not be leased to any European, but left 
to the Patiala State, so that it being under Government supervision, the rights 
of the State may not be violated. 

69. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th May has the following:— 

1 Lord Kitchener has written to Lord Curzon to 

i . gay that the rumour about the friction between 
himself and Lord Curzon is without foundation in fact. But an English 
correspondent of the Pioneer says that the difference has gone too far 


The Prince of Wales's visit to 
India. 


A white marble mine. 
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to be reconciled. He further says that General White has been called from 


Gibraltar to ssttle the dispute between Lord Kitchener and Sir Edmond Elles. 
It isto be seen which of the two statements proves to be correct. 


„ 


70. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2lst May says: — 


- Wealth is making Englishmen luxurious, just 


Deadline of the English nation. as it did in the case of the Indian potentates of old. 
They no longer possess that heroic quality of forbearance in the midst of 
hardship which used to characterize them before. The nation no longer gives 
birth to farsighted politicians. Commerce and luxury have weakened the 
intellect and the nerves of Englishmen. This has been unmistakably proved 
by the Afridi War, the Boer War and, more recently, the North Sea outrage 
committed by the Russian fleet. Englishmen no longer show an eagerness to 
enterthe army, and the difficulties of army recruitment are daily increasing 
in England. Frightened by these ominous signs, the Indian Daily News 
[Calcutta] truly observes :— / 

Many of the failings which characterized the decline and fall of the Roman oe 
| 6 


are witnessed this day in the Empire of Great Britain. And above allis seen the declin 
of the military epirit which animated our forefathers in the days when no man considered 


any sacrifice too great for the good of his country. We see in England the steady growth 


and spread of frivolity, of luxury, and of corruption—the whole under a weak and self- 
seeking Government and with no great military spirit to support the burden. Wealth there 
is and success in trade and manufactures. The flects of Britain sailon every sea, and ca 
our merchandise into every port of the habitable globe. But the sage philosopher Francis 
Bacon of Verulam says regarding the vicissitude of things: — In the youth of a State, 
arms do flourish ; in the middle age of a State, learning; and then both of them together for 
a time; in the declining of a State, mechanical arts and merchandise.“ Are not these 
words prophetic of the decline of our Empire P” 

There is only one way out of this crisis, and that is, to check the course of 
imperialism, luxury and commerce. The wholesale employment of mercenary 
soldiers for territorial defence is also a great and dangerous evil in the 
British Empire. 5 

71. The Sandhya | Calcutta] of the 23rd May writes as follows: 
15 3 When the tariff agitation was first set on foot 
„ The value of political agitation in England it was feared that India too might, if 
in India. i ; . ° 
protection were legalized, refuse to take articles 
manufactured in England. But Sir Charles Elliott; our late Lieutenant- 
Governor, came forward and said that there could be no similarity between 
the colonies and India in this matter, that the colonies might do whatever they 
liked but not so India, that if India should show any sign of refractoriness 
she would be checked by the force of arms. This is a plain and outspoken 
exposition of the policy which regulates the British administration of India. 
It is because we know this that we return to this subject again and again in 
the columns of our paper and try to impress it on our readers’? minds. The 
burden of our national song is—Come, let usrevive the sense of self-respect 
which we have lost. Our bodies may be chained, but why should we. allow 
our minds to be fettered? Providence has made us bow our heads before 
British rule, but why should we permanently block the path of our regeneration 
by following the English in political, social and all other matters? Let us 
follow the footprints of our forefathers. Let us think out what purpose we 
are intended to serve in this world by being born in India, and follow the path 
which nature has intended for us. That false and impossible thing which 
goes by ithe name of political agitation in this country is a hinderance to an 
awakening of the sense of self-respect in us—it is the root of all our woes. The 
educated, intelligent and pene among us are forsaking the right path of 
our national regeneration and wasting their energies in following this political 
mirage. Good or bad, the political ideal which England presents before our 
eyes will never be. ours, a conquered people that we are. Hear what the 
poet says: | ) | 
A community of slaves dependant on others— 
They, a nation indeed ! 


They too have their agitation— _ 
And for swords raise their parers ! 
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72. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore | of the 24th May has the following 
reference to the protest meetin inst Lord 
Lord Curzon and the Indian Curzon’s Convocation speech an ini tive 


policy which was 1 held in London under 


people. 


1 the presidency of Mr. D. Naoroji— 

When the tide of protest against Lord Curzon is on the flow in England 
it is at an ebb in India. The people of this country are changing their tone. 
They now declare that by his repeated speeches, Lord Curzon is proving 
himself a real friend. Improving the eyesight by the method of inserting . 
a probe into the eye must 121 be styled the work of a friend. We hitherto 
used to think that the English stood in the position of parents and instructors 
towards us. Lord (urzon declares that this view is not quite correct; but it 
is true that the English do protect and maintain us. The maintenance of 
the Indian by the European is similar to the preservation of poultry by the 
Musalman or the tending of cattle by the Hindu. So long as the Indian 
behaves well he will get his allowance of gram and grain or he will be put on 
inferior diet. The prime necessity of our — at the present moment 
is that the people should increase their efficiency and qualify themselves for 
obtaining a better livelihood. That would entitle them to earn the means of 
subsistence. Lord Curzon is entitled to our gratitude and remembrance for 
having brought home to us our real condition. 


Urtiya Papers. 


73. The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore] of 
the 10th May states that the temperature was high 
in Puri in the last week, that slight rain fell there 
accompanied with a storm, and that the general health of that town is 
indifferent. 

74. The Mayurbhanj correspondent of the same paper says that cholera 
| prevails in Mayurbhanj and that the rate of daily 
mortality is about three. A student of the Baripada 
School in that State died of cholera and this induced the school authorities to 
avail of the summer vacation at an early date. The same correspondent says 
that owing to abnormal weather the general health of Mayurbhanj is bad. 

75. The same paper states that though the reduction of the salt tax 
has made salt a little cheaper in the Balasore town, 
peopie in many parts of that district do not enjo 
that benefit, and this is due to the covetousness and perversity of the salt 
dealers, who seem to have combined together to keep up the price till the 
last moment, 

76. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 11th May states that the 

Tis wanted weather is cloudy but there is little rain. 
77. The same paper states that prizes were awarded to the successful 
1 students of the Balasore Zilla School on 28 
oi 8388 — in the Bela. the 13th instant, at a meeting presided over by the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division. The Presi- 
dent announced that Babus Radha Charan Das and Rajnarayan Das had 
together offered a donation of Rs. 500 towards the construction of a boarding- 
house in connection with the school, and as Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur 
had offered to make a gift of four acres of land for the site of the boarding- 
house and the play-ground, it was proper that other gentlemen of the district 
interested in the good of the institution should come forward with their mite 
to meet the cost of the proposed undertaking. He referred the question of 
the extension of the school compound to the decision of the District Magistrate 
and promised to place himself in communication with the educational autho- 
rities on the subject of additional accommodation for students reading in the 

Zilla School. 

78. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 18th May states that a thunder- 
8 Sound- was heard on one night in the last week, 


EEG that the temperature is rising, and that rain accom- 
panied with violent winds falls at times. : 


The weather in Puri. 


Cholera in Mayurbhanj. 


The salt tax. 


3 
i Athgarh correspondent of the same paper says that the tempera- 
* ‘ase is so high in that State that it is very d cult 
to go out of 1 * * 18 3 
; e sam deeply mourns the death of Samanta Gaura 
1 3 5 Sinha, related to the Talcher Raj 
The death of a relation of the family, on the 9th instant, at the early age of 
Talcher Raj family. fo rty-six | | : | | 
81. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 13th 
states that there were showers of rain in the 
Cuttack town last week. | . 
82, The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper thanks Babu Purna 
Chandra Maulik, the Subdivisional Officer of Jajpur, 
for his philanthropy and bravery in personally 
taking the lead of a band of men, who extinguished 
a fire that had broken ont in the godown of Akur Sahu, a merchant, residing 
in the Jajpur town. 

83, The same Subdivisional Officer is praised by the same correspondent 

en for his sympathy and good judgment in sinking 

Officer of lin Subdivisional ells and repairing old tanks in the parganas of 

Ksorai, Taracote, Barundai, Dhaneswar, Kanta 

Jhara, Pachkote, Kantore in the Jajpur subdivision and in certain parts of 

Sukinda, thereby meeting the water-scarcity from which the people of those 
parts suffer every year. 

84. Continuing its article on the manufacture of salt in Orissa, the same 
paper advises the Bengal Government to open salt 
manufactories in Tua, in the Puri district and in 
the Balasore district and thereby save the Uriyas from the indifference and 
irregularities of the Madras salt authorities. The writer further suggests that 
a branch railway from Puri to Tua, covering a distance of only twelve miles, 
after the example of the branch railway from the main Bengal-Nagpur line 
to Nuapara, will not only encourage the manufacture of salt at Tua but bring 
good profit to the undertakers of the branch railway. To abolish the manv- 
facture of salt in Orissa on the ground that it induces or encourages smuggling 
is not a justifiable measure, and the cheapening of the salt will in the long run 
render smuggling a thing of the past. 

85. The same paper is sorry to note that the students of the Ravenshaw 

College are sadly wanting in the power of original 

b i n the W composition, insomuch thut none of the 28 students 

composition. of the third and fourth year classes, who competed 

for the Talcher medal, could win it. Not even 

one of the essays submitted for the approval of the Distriot Board was found 

to be good and eligible. The writer observes that this reflects great discredit 
not only on the students, but also on the teaching staff of the College. 

86. Referring to the regent crown issued — Government, which is 

* co ‘nicknamed the Carlyle circular,” making the 

ap Senet aoe District Judges subordinate to ee of 
Divisions in certain miscellaneous matters, the same paper observes that it is 
wrong in principle to make the judicial officers subordinate in any way to the 
executive heads of Divisions, that the circular sounds strange at a time when 
the Indians are busy in urging upon the Government the necessity of separat- 
ing the executive from the judicial functions of the district officers, and that 
Government should at least have consulted public opinion in a matter which 
affects the public more than the Government. The writer adds that the people 
are alarmed to see their Judgas made subordinate to executive heals by a 
single stroke of the pen. The Star of Utkal [ Cuttack ] of the 13th May appre- 
hends that there might be abuses of power on the part of Commissioners, _ 


The temperature in Athgarh. 


The weather in Cuttack. Ma 


A good act of the Subdivisional 
Officer of Jajpur. 


Salt manufacture in Orissa. 


Assam Papers. 


87. The Paridarsak (Sylhet) of the 15th May complains that the prisoners 


A complaint »gardi th who work the oil-press at the Sylhet Jail are sub- 
Sylhet Jail jiected to excessive physical strain, Each prisoner 
is compelled to turn out 33 seers of oil per diem, 

As a consequence, many persons of weak health after three or four days’ 
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work at the machine are invalided. As an illustration, the case is mentioned 
of one prisoner who, while employed in the press on the 7th April last, fell 
into a fit and subsequently died. A similar case also occurred on the 13th 
May last, when two other prisoners, while employed in a similar manner, 
fainted. It is suggested that the strain on the prisoners might be a great 
deal relieved if two prisoners instead of one, as now, are employed to work 
the press at one and the same time. = 

88. ‘The same paper draws attention to the unsuitability of the new site 
selected for the establishment of the outstill which 
was formerly located on a eg of land which has 
recently been acquired by Government on the south of the Sylhet Jail. It is 

ointed out that the quarter to the east of the Kastagharer Gullee is the 
ome of a large number of respectable families, including those of several 
eminent vakils; while the quarter to the west of the lane has long been 
the abode of a number of women of ill-fame. The new outstill has been 
located just in the centre of this haunt of prostitutes, 

89. A correspondent writing to the same paper draws attention to the 
inconvenience which is suffered by the public of 
the villages of Haripur, Kanbali, ihirpur, 

Jahirpur, Tajpur, Kadinpur, Katubkhai, Ramudari, etc., subordinate to the 
jurisdiction of the Kubajpur post office in the Sunamganj subdivision, for 
want of a post office of their own. It is pointed out that these villages are the 
home of a large number of Musalmans who are constantly serving abroad 
as serangs and tindals of steamers and who have frequent occasion to send 
letters, parcels, money-orders, etc., to their families at home. At present 
the nominal arrangement is that the peon is to visit these villages once 
a week, but the actual practice is for him to come once every 10 or 12 days. 
Owing to difficulties of communication it is not at all easy for any person 
interested to go in person to the post office when the peon does not turn up 
in time. It is suggested that all these inconveniences might be removed 
by the opening of a branch post office at the Hariharpur Bazar, which, 
with its dispensary and its school, might be looked upon as the very centre 

of the villages in this part of the country. ) 1 
Suchen, 90. The Silchar [Cachar] of the 14th * suggests the desirability 
May 14th, 190°, of extending to the district of Sylhet also the 
in 1— of oattle-· pounds gygtem which has been introduced into the other 
N districts of Assam of keeping the cattle- pounds 
under the direct management of Government instead of, as of old, letting 

them out on farm. 
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].—Homu ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police, 


9. The Moslem Chronicle hears with feelings of deep regret that 

5 | although so many as 133 Su Inspectorship 
Employment of Muhammadane appointments have recently been made only about 
oe 12 were conferred on Muhammadans. If the rumour 
is true, then a crushing blow has thus been inflicted upon the entire commu- 


nity which cannot fail to alienate it from the Government. It is intolerable 


to think that their claims for employment in the public service could have 
— so wantonly overlooked, particularly when their racial stamina and other 
qualities 3 fit them for police service. When the competitive 
system waa partly in force, the invariable practice was to give one-third 


Mostra CHRONICLE, 


29th April 190F. 


of the total number of appointments to Muhammadans, but now that the 


nomination system has been established, they are favoured with only one- 
eleventh of the total number of appoiutments! This is indeed quite ludicrous, 
and the Government should be asked to state what principle, if any, was 
followed in making these appointments as Sub-Inspectors of Foliee. 
683. The Bengake writes that burglary is alarmingly on the increase 
: in Santipur, where not long ago a band of thieves 
— entered a house in broad daylight and succeeded 
in taking away by force a necklace from the person of a young woman. 
Although some of the offenders were identified, they were not brought, to 
justice by the police, who, it is to be regretted, more often than not retard the 
administration of justice. 
684. A correspondent writing to the Bengales says that it reflects great 
, discredit on the Burdwan police that daring thefts 
and burglaries should be a matter of almost daily 
occurrence in the heart of thetown. During the week the houses of several 
respectable gentlemen were raided, which is no doubt due to the marked 
laxity on the part of the night watchmen, The writer earnestly hopes that 
they will be kept up to the mark and that the growing tendency to lawlessness 
will be specdily suppressed. : 
685. The Indian Mirror writes that there is not a single redeeming 
feature in Lord Curzon’s so-called police reform. 
The pay and prospects of the subordinate police, 
who have to bear the entire onus of investigating crime and on whom there- 
fore the reputation of the force depends, have in no way been bettered. It 
is essential that their appointments should be made more lucrative in order to 
secure efficiency and integrity, but this prudent and thoughtful step has 
been ignored, and Government has uselessly spent a lot of money in increas- 
ing the pay of the already well-paid superior staff. | 
There is another feature of the new scheme that has apparently thrown 
dust in the eyes of the public, namely, the creation of the post of Deputy 
Superintendent for Indians. This new office, continues the journal, is 
intended as a set-off against their entire exclusion from the higher branch. of 
the Police service, and it is extremely doubtful whether a Deputy Superin- 
tendent will ever rise to be a District Superintendent. Th 
merely intended to be a sort of Personal Assistant to the latter and will have 
not the least share in the criminal investightion of the district. He will 
i neither be fish, flesh or red herring. Thus there is no doubt that Lord Curzon's 
“police reform” is worthy of a bigh place in the long list of His Excellency’s 
retrograde measures, all tending to deprive the Indians of a share in the 
government of their country. 5 a 
686. It appears to Reis and Rayyet that the police force will in future 
* oe be more independent of the District. Magistrate, 
the Police Commission u Report as the latter’s authority will be diminished from 
„ a constant and detailed intervention” to “a 
genéral control and direction.” This indeed is a move in the right direction 
and it would have been still more desirable if the police were allowed a free 
hand in the institution and conduct of criminal cases instead of having to 


refer to Magistrates. It is not the intention of the journal to suggest that 
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the police should be placed beyond the pale of magisterial control, but there 
is ewa that such pasar should be limited to cases where there is a 
ibility of a breach of the peace and like offences; that is to say, the 
istrate should have full power to requisition the services of the police 
whenever he chooses, but his present intimate relations with the force should 
cease. : 
Coming to the question of organisation, the journal fears that the 
machinery is too intricate and cumbrous to be productive of good results, 
This failure is attributable, to the Government of India, who should have 
made the inquiry more gery and placed men with practical experience of 
administrative police work on the Commission. | | 


ö) - Working of the Courts. 0 


687. It is inexplicable, writes the Hindoo Patriot, that, after the important 
observations made against Captain Ronayne’s 
conduct by Mr, Pope, the Sessions Judge of Alipore, 
he should have found Raza guilty and freed the real offender from all blame. 
What could have, in so short a time, entirely changed the aspect of the case 
in Mr. Pope’s eyes ? ! 
In one sense the E of the appellate Court is even worse than the 
original judgment. It is brief, contains no arguments whatsoever, and gives 
no good reasons for the decision arrived at. Although the trying Judge was of 
opinion that the police had failed in their duty, he made no mention of it 
in his judgment. This is certainly not the way a case on appeal should be 
dealt with, and the journal hopes that the Tramways Company will do all in 
their power to see that justice is meted out to Raza. The High Court, if 
moved, will doubtless set aside the conviction, but this is not all. Captain 
Ronayne must be brought to book. He and others of his type must be taught 
that the Jaw must be respected and that they err grossly in thinking that 
it exists merely to be trampled upon. This is a case that the Government 
may very appropriately take up by appealing against Raza’s conviction. 
688. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka wonders how an experienced and fair- 
pe minded Judge like Mr. Pope could have delivered 
Ouse the absurd judgment he did in the Ronayne case. 
The journal repeats that the Tramways Company must carry the case to a 
higher tribunal, for the decisions of both Messrs. Swan and Pope cannot fail to 
have a most demoralising effect upon the conductors of the Company and also 
upon the European passengers. 
689. ‘The Bengalee draws attention to the great public inconvenience 
3 caused by the Bhadrak Munsif having to spend 
ee ee half the month at Balasore clearing the file of the 
Balasore Munsif in consequence of the cases from the village of Soro having 
been transferred to Balasore. When this arrangement was introduced there 
were 61 Soro cases pending with the latter, but they have now been reduced 
to 7. The result, however, of the Munsif of Bhadrak being absent for 15 
days in each month is that his own file has become heavy and the le of 
Bhadrak naturally object to the perpetuation of an arrangement in which their 
convenience is not at all b Now that the number of Soro cases has 
been so reduced, is it necessary to deprive the people of Bhadrak of the services 
of their Munsif any longer? | ms : 
690. The Bengalee’s Rangpur correspondent complains that during the 
exceedingly short time Mr. J. Johnstone has been 
. officiating as Sessions Judge he has proved himself 
to be a veritable Judge Jeffries, for he has dismissed no less than ten criminal 
appeals and rejected two motions! The Bar is aghast at his decisions, but 
these are obviously the result of his inexperience and youth. ghee 
€91. The Amrita Bazar Pairika’s Rampur Hat correspondent writes that 
7 a _. Very serious allegations have from time to time 
ee, uM 8 again been made against the members of the Honorary 
n 5 Bench, and not long ago a regular bribery case 
was instituted against one of them, with the result that the d was 


The tramway assault case. 


The Sessions Judge of Rangpur. 
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acquitted, but was compelled to resign bis appointment. Recently some cases 
have again come to she nosiog of the Subdivisional Officer, who will doubtless 
3 against the offenders. a . 


(o) —Jails. 


692. The Bengalee writes that the allowance of a ration of fish in all 
3 risons where fish is the staple food of the popu- 
ann, ation is a step in the right direction, and the Gov- 


ernment of Bengal is to be congratulated upon it. But this is not enough. | 


The diet of the better class of Indians (the Bhadro Log) is very different from 
that of the lower classes, but when in jail they are compelled to eat the same 
food that is given to low-class prisoners. They have thus to undergo a double 
punishment. Europeans and Eurasians get the food to which they are accus- 
tomed, and it is only fair that respectable Indians should also get what they 
are accustomed to. The journal makes an earnest appeal to the Lieutenant- 
Governor on this point. 


(d) — Education. 


693. A correspondent writing to the Behar Times draws the attention of 
8 the Educational authorities to the falling off in the 
The Nathnagar Anglo- Sanskrit efficiency of the Nathnagar Anglo-Sanskrit School 
School. 2 
since it has been under the control of the present 
Head Master. It is alleged that he is in the habit of converting his class-room 
into a madak khana, and so whiles away the precious hours of his students, who 
have often to clap hands in order to rescue him from the arms of Morpheus, 
The staff also is composed of inefficient teachers who are in some way or other 
related to the Head Master. Some time ago a young man was taken on as a 
teacher on the understanding that he would not draw his pay monthly, but 
at the end of each half-year. On the expiry of the time, however, he was 
summarily dismissed and not given a pice of what he had earned, It has 
also transpired that there are teachers who, while they actually draw a pay of 
Rs, 5, grant receipts for four times that amount! Such is the degraded 
condition to. which the school has fallen and it behoves the authorities to move 
in the matter without delay. 

694. ‘The Bengalec’s Rangpur correspondent writes that soon after the 
institution of the now famous students“ case,” 
Mr. W. Booth, Inspector of Schools, came down 
upon the offending school like a thunderbolt and threatened the Superintendent, 
Babu Siddeswar Saha, that things would go hard with everybody if the names 
of the culprits were not found out. The latter is in consequence harassing 
the boys to death, and the writer seriously questions Mr. Booth’s right 
— presume the boys guilty until their guilt has been proved in a Court 
of justice. | . 


The students’ case. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


695. A correspondent wring, to the Bengalee draws the attention of 

: the authorities to the unsatisfactory condition of 

Nahm Bose's Ghat Nad. Ralevam Bose Ghat Road, which 2 one of the 

most important thoroughfares in Ward No. 22. This road leads to the several 

bathing ghats that are daily resorted to by the Hindus of the locality, and it is 

excessively inconvenient that meters should continue to carry away the night- 

soil up toa very late hour in the morning. Moreover, they generally prove 

insulting when they are told to move more cautiously than they do. 

To remove the obstructions caused by vehicular traffic, especially on 
religious festivals, the writer suggests that the road should be widened. 

696. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee complains that the people 

of Santipur are highly dissatisfied with the present 

mode of assessment and have decided to represent 

their grievances to the Government. In making the assessments, continues the 

writer, the Commissioners have acted on no fixed principle, but have indulged 

in a series of glaring inconsistencies that have benefited some and involved 
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‘eat hardship on others. Then, again, the desire to turn ‘out ri 
Fudge 18 kalllag heavily on the resources of the people. Up to 1903, the me, 
of Rs. 16,000 annually paid by the rate-payers was sufficient to cover the entire 
expenses of the Municipality, but last year Rs. 28,000 were realised, and this 
year’s assessment shows a further increase of Rs, 5,000! A few more 
prosperity badgets of this nature will drive the rate-payers out of existence. 

| 697. Act V being in force in Rampur Hat, writes the Amrita Basar 

2 Patriſta's correspondent, the public may fairly claim 
A public grievance. to have a few public iatrines. Times without 
number has this much-felt want been brought to the notice of the authorities, 
but to no effect. It is contended that the fines imposed under Act V are 
insufficient to pay for such latrines. If this is so, why not withdraw the Act, 
or if it must be kept in force, the District Board should be made to pay for 
the latrines as sanitary improvement charges under the Local Self-Govern 
ment Act. . 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and I rriga tion. 


698. A correspondent writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika that on the 
. 5 20th April last, No. 69 down passenger train 
A railway accident. which starts from Giridih at 7 But. came to grief 
under the following circumstances. The disc indicator No. 8 had fallen down 
and while the pointsman, Jamadar Debiram, was engaged in putting it right, 
the engine of the above train whistled. The pointsman, without setting point 
No. 6 for the Madhupur line and locking the points, showed the green lamp 
and the train started at the rate of two or three miles an hour. Scarcely, 
however, had the facing points been passed when the driver increased his speed _ 
to 18 or 20 miles. When the pointsman saw that the train was on the wrong 
line and making for the buffer, he showed his danger signal, but it was too late 
and the train crashed into the buffer. Fortunately, however, there was no 
loss of life. 


* 


The writer points out that formerly the points were in charge of a pointsman 


and a jamadar, but now only one man is in * The result of this false 
economy has manifested itself in the above accident, which may have ended 
very seriously indeed, and in the collisions that are constantly taking place. It 
is a matter of deep regret that although the earnings of the East Indian 
Railway are increasing daily, the staff is being gradually reduced, to the great 
detriment of the wor king of the railway. 


(Y General. 


699. The Bengales writes that the last issue of the Caleutta CGasetle 

. a contains the following notification: —“ In the 

the new poticy. Office of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, 

thirty per cent. of the appointments on pay of Rs, 40 and upwards will alse 
be reserved for Europeans and Eurasians.“ 

Why should a certain fixed percentage of appointments in any Govern- 
ment office be set apart for a particular class or community, and why should 
not merit be the test universally applied? Truly the Queen's Proclamation 
is a dead letter. It lays down antiquated principles of efficiency. With the 
new school of Indian administrators: race is everything. The. Government 
should be asked to fully explain this new policy of theirs, as it involves 2 
dangerous principle. : „„ 

700. Com uenting on the same Notification, the Last remarks that, 

=i for itsown part it quite agrees that the Government 

should, up to a certain extent, provide for the domi- 

ciled Europeans and Eurasians, but it is of opinion that the line should be 
drawn somewhere. 

701. A correspondent writing to the Amrita Bazar Patrita again com- 

1 plains of the nuisance caused by the existence of a 

12 toddy mp at Nayatola in the vicinity of the 

girls’ echoo!, and is still more surprised to learn that a similar shop has been 

opened at the northern end of the same locality. The writer urges that in 

the interests of the above educational institution and of the respectable neople 
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the neighbourhood, the Abkari Department should remove these shops 
2 a Part of the town. So obscene are the songs, gestur and convérsa- 
tion indulged in at these taverns, that it is hardly possible for a respectab! 
gentleman to pass them by. Should the authorities allow such moral plague- 
spots to thrive in the vicinity of 8 aid school ? WWW 
702. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that in his ay with the 
| Government of India, Lord Kitchener has not 
The frietion between the Com- a single Indian on his side, as his scheme for the 
E per defence of India, which forms the bone of 
contention, is fraught with great hardships to the country. It entails 
enormons expenditure and on this account the Government of India have 
rejected it, more oe as there is no immediate apprehension of Russian: 
gsion. If, however, Lord Kitchener’s scheme is approved by, the 
Secretary of State, will not England bear some portion of the cost?’ What is 
most disquieting is the important statement made by Mr. Balfour in the 
House of Commons that Russia is about to construct a railway in Afghanistan. 
Can it be that Lord Kitchener has received the support of the Prime Minister? 
What is still more disquieting is that public opinion in England is in favour 
of the Commander-in-Chief’s scheme. In any case, Lord Curzon has placed 


the coun under a lasting debt of gratitude for opposi the ruinous 
scheme * by Lord Kitchener. ig 3 ae 
703. It is rumoured, writes the Bengales, that another gigantic fraud has 
: been detected in the Port Commissioners’ Office. > M7 16. 
Gigantic fraud in the Fort Not long ago a similar swindle was brought to 
react light, to say nothing of the Nicoll case, which has 
brought great discredit on the administration of the Port Trust. There must 
be something rotten in the State of Denmark, otherwise it would’ not be so 
to defraud the Commissioners. The journal trusts the matter will nut Be 
hushed up. | 1 
704. The Amrita vag is ene yr 2 3 of te Calcutta Aunts Bazan 
7 ar have already held a meeting in connection re 
W with the niotertiods Carlyle Areals and hopes that 
a formal protest will be laid before the Chief Justice and the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. The journal has no doubt that when the former réalises 
the revolutionary character of the circular, he will irresistibly come to the 
conclusion that the High Court cannot accept it in its present form without 
injuring’ its own prestige and that of the judicial officers subordinate to it. 
705. Power and rere r 3 gt est i wert Magistrate of 
| coghly, is applying himself’ assiduously to the: 
_ Mr. Carey again. | task of disarming the people of the duatrlot He 
has ordered the service of notices on all license-holders asking them to. prove 
to his satisfaction that there is really necessity for them to possess: 
arms Before the zealous Mr. Carey took this step, says the journal, he should 
have remembered that before licenses were originally granted,,the local police 
were ordered to enquire into and report on the merits of each case. It is 
therefore too late in the day for Mr. Carey to ask license-holders to advanee. 
satisfactory reasons for their desire to possess fire-arms. Besides, if the 
people are going to be deprived: of this only means of defence, how are they; 
going to protect themselves from wild animals, etc.? It is also: well known 
how inadequate the district police is for the proper protection of. the people. 
The journal appeals to the Lieutenant-Governor to ask Mr. Carey to desist 
from taking any further action in this matter. | 5 


VI.-MiscnI d. An cous. 


706. The Amriia Bazar Patrika is informed that Mr. Gokhale has 3 Basan 
England 15 aay 1905. 


The deputation to England. indefinitely postponed his departure for 


owing to the uncertainty as to when the General 
Election may take place. If Mr. Gokhale visits the West at all tn a; mection 
with the affairs of his unf : UnmeGusl 


ortunate country, he should go to Canada. 
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707. The Indian Mirror writes that the Kabuli nuisance in rural Bengal 
3 is unabated, and urges that serious measures should 
e e mmmeg be taken to rid the 8 of these troublesome 
people. Mr. Balfour has lately introduced a Bill for keepiug undesirable 
5 Government of 
India should not adopt a similar measure in order to prevent trans-frontier 
ruffians from entering this country and oppressing the people. | 

708. It is not difficult to understand, writes the Bengalee, that the Prime 
Minister's recent pronouncement in the House of 
Commons on the problem of Imperial defence hag 
created immense enthusiasm in England, but after carefully examining the 
present relations of the mother-country and her colonies with the other nations 
the journal finds that they are unchanged and not remotely indicative of 
troublous times. Thus Mr. Balfour’s great speech is nothing more serious 
than a skilful election manifesto, of which the largest political capital will be 
made during the approaching dissolution of Parliament ! 

709. By wantonly putting a wrong interpretation on the terms laid 

2 own in the gracious Proclumation of the late 
The Royal Proclamations Queen, Lord Curzon, writes the Amrisa Bazar 
cep the ti Patrita, has paved the way for the ostracism of the 
natives from every branch of the public service, and the introduction of the 
European and Eurasian element wherever possible. The paint that must be 
definitely set at rest is whether the Victorian Proclamation can convey any 
meaning other than that which generations of administrators and the entire 
body of the Indian people have put upon it. In short, does it or does it not 
confer all the rights of British citizenship upon the people of India? ‘There 
is no doubt that Lord Curzon himself is sceptical on this point, otherwise he 
would not bave rushed headlong into a retrograde policy which is not only 
gradually ousting the natives from the public service, but is also depriving 
them of their political rights and privileges. It is thus the first duty of every 
Indian to firmly establish his position in his own country, and this can only be 
done by convincing the English public that the l’roclamation is not a piece of 
waste paper but the lasting charter of the Indians, The position to which 
Lord Curzon wishes to reduce the 3 of this country is quite ridiculous, 
and no nation, however degraded, could possibly submit to it witaout offering 
a united and vigorous protest. 

710. The Bengalee endorses Mr. Brodrick’s statement that the Govern- 
ment of India acted entirely within their rights in 
declining to forward the resolutions of the protest 
meeting held in connection with His Excellenc 
the Viceroy’s Convocation address, but asks if this 
action, which was divest ofall propriety, did not savour of lamentable weakness. 
Would not the Government have risen in the estimation of the people if they 
had boldly forwarded the united views of the people of Bengal in regard to 
Lord Curzon’s aggressive utterances? As regards the Secretary of State’s 
statement that he had received a copy of the resolutions direct, but intended to 
take no action whatever, the journal says that it was never expected that Lord 
Curzon would have been recalled or taken to task for his blazing indiscretions. 
It was quite sufficient that Mr. Brodrick and his colleagues-should know in 
what light the present Viceroy and his retrograde measures were regarded by 
the people, and this end has been achieved well enough. 


Imperial gasconade. 


Mr. Brodrick and the. protest 
meeting in connection with Lor 
Curgon's Convocation speech. 
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